From the Editor’s Desk
Why Lovers’ Day Feb.14?

Feb.14 Marks the ‘World Lovers’ Day’. It is also called ‘Valentine’s Day’. It was on
this day Fr.Valentino, an Italian priest, was killed in an attempt to save a young couple.
Acccording to a tradition, during the 3 century AD, the emperor of Rome Julius Il passed a
decree that all young men must not to get married but to join the army to fight for the
country. Fr.Valentino, a zealous priest met two young lovers who were aspiring to get
married. He was bold enough to bypass the emperor’s inhuman decree and blessed the
marriage of that couple. The emperor was furious and arrested Fr.Valentino and after some
time, he beheaded him on Feb.14. From then on Fr.Valentine became a martyr for love and
marriage. He came to be known as the patron of ‘lovers’. Although the day is observed all
over as a day set apart for young lovers, the day must be observed as ‘St.Valentine’s Day’ or
‘Married Spouses Day’. This Christian saint must become significant for youth. His sacrifice
must be upheld.

There is already a trend that both boys and girls on Feb.14, freak about cities holding
hands together. Parks, beaches, hills stations, tourist spots, cinema theatres, hotels and
holiday resorts get filled with lovers. But a point for observation is whether these friends or
lovers are truly committed for life or just for time pass.?... Some are friends who love to
spend time together on this day; some others want to tell the world they are lovers for life and
still some others aspiring to get married express their love in public as a licence for their
future married life. Many look for recognition from their parents and society for their love
affair. Many gift stores are filled with youngsters choosing ‘best gifts’ for their love partners.
Sadly many don’t get married but spend time on ‘dating’ an ultra-modern word for mutual
agreement for love making. If this love affair becomes successful and genuine then the
marriage bond might take place. This is a European cultural export.

The Valentine’s Day celebration may bring youth to foster boy-girl relationship,
highlight the value of friendship and mutual trust. It might open a new avenue for self
identity, shun shyness, and promote commerce. Like Mothers’ Day, Children’s Day,
Women’s Day, Friendship Day, the St.Valentine’s Day may have its importance among
youth.

Often this sort of free European cultural celebration has been in criticism by
fundamental outfits. There could be some facts in what these oppose such a youth culture.

Once in 1998 | was commuting in a city bus in Rome. | was in my Roman priest suit.
Due to heavy rush in the bus, | had to stand. Just opposite to me were standing a boy and a
girl making love in public not minding the crowd in the bus. When my stop approached, 1
made as if to move out. But to my great surprise, these lovers looking at me while smooching
said surghastically in Italian with taste of a tease, ‘un attimo Padre!” (one moment Father!).
What do you say about this kind of free behaviour in public?



Today you cannot expect youth to be responsibly free because the nature of youth is
to give vent to emotions and urges. Their behaviour in public is always as they think to
exercise their freedom uncontrollably. Therefore there should be some restrictions or social
control for our youth.

The American and European culture has damaged the development of our Indian
cultural system and indigenous languages. Our Indian cultural heritage and its richness
almost for a century has put up great fight against the dominion of free Western culture. Our
folkways and mores have been pushed far behind. It has subdued our ancient traditions. The
modern life style has become synonymous to Western life style. As a result, our Indianness
has lost its significance (essence) for our youth.

Why English always?

The use of English among our youth has become another matter of prestige and status.
There is no sector in our life without the use of English. There is no doubt that English is all
essential for the business world. But the British domination still exists in the guise of English.
Whether you know your mother tongue to speak or not, if you speak English among friends
and relatives, you are seen as a civilized or modern person or as a developed individual. As a
result, English is worshipped and honoured among the Indian youth at the cost of our own
languages. A sad reality indeed!

Dress Code

What do you say about the dress code of our present youth? Is it Excellent? Ok?
Tolerable? Disgusting? You watch our youth in public places like restaurants, city malls,
cinema theatres, colleges and study centres? The more the girls expose their physical beauty,
more they attract the eyes of young boys specially the teen age boys and the youth world. For
example, if a girl dresses immodestly, or in a manner very obscene, the eyes of boys spell on
the girl and their mind wander in fantasy and romantic illusions. This leads to dating, eve-
teasing, rape, free sex, pre and post marital sex, sexual promiscuity, immoral relationship and
so on. Eventually, our Indian cultural concepts of respect for elders, decency and modesty in
dressing, sexual morality, respect for the opposite sex, purity of thought, marriage fidelity,
chastity, and celibate clarity will not be protected.

In one word, respect for our Indian culture, love for our indigenous languages, respect
for Indian motherhood and women could be well protected if too much attention to western
living style and mannerisms be curtailed.

If Chinese, Europeans, Africans strictly respect and adopt their own traditions in life,
why should we Indians still hold to on to what is alien to us? While we have imbibed the
western culture and English in our day to day life, an equal status and respect should be given
to our indigenous cultural traits.

Modernism doesn’t mean to westernize our life. What we need is modernity and not
modernism. Modernity is inward and modernism is outward. Because often it is viewed that
modern life would mean only adopting western style of life very particularly the use of
English everywhere. Sanskritization was adopted by low caste people during 17 — 18"
century (caste system was more acute during these centuries) in order to equate themselves



with Brahminical social status. Similarly, today the middle class people and even the poor
class people try to adopt western life style in order to keep up a false prestige and status in the
society and adopt English as their home language. This is equal to deny one’s mother. This,
by and large will disintegrate your our domestic values.

Therefore let us learn our mother tongue (Hindi, Kannada, Malayalam, Tamil or
Telugu) and speak it at home. Today your children hardly speak their own mother tongue.
Let us develop our Indian languages and communicate in our own respective language with
our own people. It is not good to exaggerate the Feb 14 celebration in our Indian situation.
But let the married couples celebrate it more appropriately than unmarried lovers. So, youth!
Watch out the world!

Let us be Indian, think Indian and live Indian. Be proud to be Indian. Hail India!
Fr.J.A.Nathan
Editor
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Pope John Paul 11 & Me

By Fr.J.Arokianathan
The year 2011 commemorates the silver Jubilee year of Pope John
Paul II’s first visit to India. Here you read a glimpse of my experience

with this holy pope.

On Feb 5, 1986, Pope John Paul 1l arrived in Chennai. He celebrated Holy Mass in
the Marina Beach witnessed by 5 lakh Christians and non-Christians alike. | was then
studying in St.Peter’s Pontifical Seminary, Bangalore in the Il Year Theology. The Seminary
gave us a break for some reason. Along with my mother, and my sister’s family I travelled
from Bangalore to Chennai. When | saw the pope from afar in the crowd, I did not imagine
that I would be meeting him one day in person. Yes, like the Bay of Bengal the Marina Beach
looked like a ocean of people,

It was after 8 years of his papacy Pope John Paul Il paid his first pastoral visit to
India. We knew not that this pope would be one day a saint. Yes, indeed Pope John Paul Il is
certainly a saint though there is long way ahead for canonization. Already he was declared
‘“Venerable’ by our present Pope Benedict XVI and he is to be beatified by May 1, 2011 at
Vatican.

Well, all through the roads and streets of Chennai hung his cut outs, posters, pictures
and banners. | felt as if India was witnessing the coming of Jesus Christ himself. Before he
visited Chennai, the pope landed in New Delhi on 1% Feb 1986. As he was descending down
the steps of the aircraft, he kissed the Indian soil as a mark of his respect and love for India.
He never failed to kiss any nation’s soil during his visits. A shrewd love for people indeed!



And the year 2011 marks the 25 years completion of his first visit to India. Later he
came back to New Delhi in 1999 Nov in view of presenting the final document ‘Ecclesia in
Asia’ (his apostolic exhortation) of the Asian Bishops synod held in Vatican Ap-May1998.
During both the pastoral journeys of the pope John Paul 11, there had been oppositions and
criticisms from many anti-Christian groups mainly from Hindu Sang Parivar-BJP-RSS-Shiva
Sena-Bhajrangdal alliance. But nothing could stop the world’s most renowned leader entering
into India. Afterall his visit was not merely as a spiritual leader of the Catholic Religion,
world’s largest religion, but also as the leader of the world’s smallest city state Vatican. Thus
the pope was honoured by the Indian govt both as spiritual leader as well as a State leader.

| never imagined in my life that | would meet this great pope on Aug 3™ 1996 in
Castel Gondolfo his summer residence, situated on a hill, about 40 kms from Rome. During
summer between July and August every pope would stay at Castel Gondelfo, for a rest.

It was a pleasant evening. The pope after delivering a brief message to the pilgrims
who had gathered down the balcony, met those who were invited. | too was one among those
few waiting very eagerly to have a personal glimpse of this most loved pope. It was 7.15 pm.
Saturday. | went up to a lengthy room where there were 10 official invitees both religious and
laity. | had dressed in Roman clerical suit with all neat priestly paraphernalia. When you are
in Rome, be a Roman!

| was trembling with great respect for this most holy leader of the world. After his
message and blessing, the pope who was 5.6’ and stout in stature came walking towards us.
Although he was hospitalized so many times and had many surgeries, his health remained
static. he was suffering from Parkinson decease. However he never looked tired or
discouraged Because Christ was with him. My heart beat was quite fast when he was nearing
me. It was a heavenly bliss to be with him so close. Rev. Fr.Pasquale Borgomeo, SJ, the then
Radio Vatican Director accompanied me to the Holy Father and introduced me to him. That
was the second best moment of my life the first being my ordination time!

In fact, | had carried a sandal wood garland from
Bangalore. | put the garland around the pope’s neck, hugged him and shook hands with him.
However, when | hugged him, | felt a swift current of spiritual power running through me
that moment. The Polish Pope was just looking at me with a smile and asked me in Italian



“Da Kerala?” (Are you from Kerala?). | knew little Italian to speak. | had done a course in
Italian here in Bangalore before | left for Rome (on Saturday 29™ July 1996). The Holy
Father’s question startled me. | saw grace and holiness in him. Looking straight at his face, |
replied in English, “No Papa, | am from Tamilnadu for Bangalore archdiocese!” Then |
became speechless standing before this great personality. Probably the Holy Father’s
impression could have been that any priest from India would be from Kerala, a wrong
impression that was created, for a large number of religious going to Rome for studies then
were from Kerala. Then the pope offered me a rosary in a leather case as a gift. I don’t think
you would have had this very special experience indeed! Yeah!

| cannot forget Fr.Federico Lombardi, the then Programme Director in the Radio
Vatican. Today he is the Official spokesperson for the Holy See. So good a man, he was a
serious but able man in his broadcasting administration. | owe him a lot. In all my five years,
he appreciated my enthusiasm and my smart way of presenting my programme in the air.

Fr.Pasquale Borgomeo an Italian Jesuit priest approved my selection to work in the Radio
Vatican as a journalist and broadcaster in the Tamil section. He was from Milan. He was
kind and gentle in all my dealings with him. He had great respect for Indian religious. He
supported me both financially as well as officially in releasing of my music album in Tamil
about the Great Jubilee 2000. He played a big role in my ministry in the Radio Vatican.
Unfortunately Fr.Borgomeo died some years ago. May his soul rest in peace!

My selection to Vatican Radio

No one thought I would be invited by the Vatican to work for the Holy See for 5
years. Many priests from Bangalore or Karnataka would go to Rome. But for the first time in
history a Tamil priest from Bangalore archdiocese selected for Radio Vatican Tamil section a
rarest of the rare things indeed! I consider this a matter of pride in whole of my priestly
career. My soul magnified the Lord for He had done a marvel in my life. Here | will never
forget Most Rev.Dr.Alphonsus Mathias, the best archbishop of Bangalore | ever came across.
In midst of objections, he encouraged and allowed me to go to Rome. He was a true guide to
priests and people. I thank him a lot for all that he had been to me. May God bless him.

My second meeting with Pope John Paul |1
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A k. : > Once again | met Pope John Paul Il on 6™ April
1998 in hls papal re5|dence in Vatlcan just 0.5 km from my residence Casa Romana del
Clero, a 5 story apartment at Via della Conciliazione. The apartment is meant for those



bishops, priests of different nationality working in various Congregations and Pontifical
Councils. In fact | had applied for a ticket to attend one of the pope’s daily Mass in his
private Chapel. To fetch a ticket for pope’s private Mass is not easy. But in my case, just in
few hours after my request, | obtained a ticket to enter into the Vatican palace, built so
elegantly with long corridors and beatified with paintings and sculptural touch It was easy to
get access to Vatican if you are a Vatican staff. Thus I fetched another two tickets for two
Indian sisters Sr.Sheela Selvaraj and Sr.Jacintha both from John the Baptist congregation.
They were extremely joyful to attend the mass.

| was very fortunate to read gospel reading during that Mass. A Polish Bishop
Stanislaus Dwieciesche (now Cardinal) who was in charge of the pope’s private religious
ceremonies, offered me that opportunity to do gospel reading in Italian. I gladly accepted the
chance, felt very great to be next to this saintly pope John Paul Il that few moments.

. L But what | detested when | met
the Pope John Paul Il after the mass was that he asked me the same question “are you from
Kerala?”(This he had asked me already in1996 Aug 3, during my first meeting with him). |
hope by now the trend is changed. Although it was Pope John Paul Il who received religious
from all nations into the Holy See more than any other pope, probably his impression at that
time must have been created based on the colour of skin of priests or may be by number of
religious coming from a particular country. Well the holy Pope offered me during this time
too as he would do every time, a rosary that | preserved for long. | revered him and respected
him a lot for all his dynamism. My personal encounters with Pope John Paul Il during that
long five years of my service in the Vatican have remained ever fresh in my mind. | love
him. (To be continued)



Pope John Paul 11

/ :
John Paul Il in 1993

Papacy began 16 October 1978

Papacy ended 2 April 2005 (26 years, 168 days)
Predecessor  John Paul |

Successor Benedict XVI

Personal details

Karol Jézef Wojtyta (pronounced as

Birth name .
yosef woytiva)
18 May 1920
Born .
Wadowice, Poland
. 2 April 2005 (aged 84)
Died

Apostolic Palace, Vatican City

Nationality Polish

Signature }.4. Ao

The Venerable Pope John Paul 11 (Latin: loannes Paulus PP. 11, Italian: Giovanni Paolo II,
Polish: Jan Pawet II), born Karol Jozef Wojtyta (18 May 1920 — 2 April 2005), reigned as
Supreme Pontiff of the Roman Catholic Church and Sovereign of Vatican City from 16
October 1978 until his death on 2 April 2005. His was the second-longest documented
pontificate; only Pope Pius IX served longer (St. Peter the Apostle is reputed to have served
for more than thirty years as the first pontiff, but documentation is too sparse to definitively
support this). He has been the only Slavic or Polish Pope to date, and was the first non-Italian
Pope since Dutch Pope Adrian VI in 1522

Few remarkable stand of the pope
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John Paul 11 has been acclaimed as one of the most influential leaders of the 20th
century It is widely held that he was instrumental in ending Communism in his native Poland
and eventually all of Europe as well as significantly improving the Catholic Church's
relations with Judaism Islam the Eastern Orthodox Church,—and the Anglican
Communion.Though criticised for his opposition to contraception and the ordination of
women, as well as his support for the Second Vatican Council and its reform of the Liturgy,
he has also been praised-for his firm, orthodox Catholic stances in these areas.

His personal calibre

He was one of the most-travelled world leaders in history, visiting 129 countries
during his pontificate. He spoke the following languages: Italian, French, German, English,
Spanish, Portuguese, Ukrainian, Russian, Croatian, Serbian, Esperanto, Ancient Greek and
Latin as well as his native Polish. As part of his special emphasis on the universal call to
holiness, he beatified 1,340 people and canonised 483 saints more than the combined tally of
his predecessors during the last five centuries. On 19 December 2009, John Paul Il was
proclaimed "Venerable" by his papal successor Pope Benedict XVIand is set to be beatified
on 1 May 2011.
Courtesy: Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
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Toppo, the archbishop of Ranchi, and
Archbishop Salvatore Pennacchi, the
apostolic nuncio in India.

Visit During his address, Cardinal Murphy
Launch Book on Pontiff's Social Teaching O’Connor summed up some of the

India's Bishops Remember John Paul Il's '86

NEW DELHI, India, FEB. 4, 2011
(Zenit.org).- To mark the 25th anniversary
of Pope John Paul I1's historic first visit to
India, the bishops of the nation organized a
symposium to reflect on the teachings of
the Pontiff, and to launch a book on his
social thought.

The event, sponsored by the Catholic
Bishops Conference of India (CBCI), took
place Thursday, and gathered some 300
participants, including Papal delegate
Cardinal Cormac Murphy O’Connor, the
retired archbishop of Westminster.

Cardinal Oswald Gracias, CBCI president
and the archbishop of Bombay, also
participated, as did Cardinal Telesphore

outstanding qualities of John Paul 11,
describing him as a courageous champion
of the Gospel of Christ, a friend of the
youth and a man who was totally free and
fearless in braving opposition, suffering,
and even persecution.

Cardinal Oswald Gracias described John
Paul Il as an ardent disciple of Christ, a
man who had a passion to promote human
dignity, peace and the varied facets of life.
He noted how John Paul 11 visited 10 cities
across the country and spoke of issues
such as inculturation, interreligious
dialogue, and the need to bridge the divide
between the rich and the poor. Though 25
years have elapsed since that visit, John
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Paul II's message to India continues to be
timeless, the cardinal said.

Speaking on John Paul 1l and the apostolic
exhortation "Ecclesia in Asia," Father
Christopher Lakra, director of the Indian
Social Institute in New Delhi, outlined
some of the challenges facing the Church
in India today and called for a fresh look at
the document.

Joan Antony, a professor of psychology at
the Jesus and Mary College in New Delhi,
spoke on family and the woman in the
teachings of John Paul 1l. She highlighted
the many pressures and problems
confronting the family today, and how
John Paul 1l made connections between the
family of the church with the world of
today. No other spiritual leader of our
times has touched on the theme of the
family so comprehensively and

compellingly as John Paul 11, she pointed
out.

Cyriac Thomas, a member of the Minority
Commission for Education, called John
Paul Il a rare personality who won the
hearts of all and found a place in history.
He made travel as part of his routine and
taught how to confront challenges, he
noted.

During the symposium, Cardinal Murphy-
O'Connor launched the book "The Social
Teaching of John Paul II: Commemorating
His Pastoral Visit to India in 1986,"
authored by Father Charles Irudayam. The
priest is the executive secretary of the
CBCI Office for Justice, Peace and
Development.

The dates of his trip exactly coincide with
those of John Paul II's. The Pontiff was in
India from Feb. 1 to Feb. 10, 1986.

ECUMENISM
3 Anglican married Bishops embrace Catholic clerical life (Holy See Issues Decree Creating
New Ordinariate)
VATICAN CITY, JAN. 16, 2011 (Zenit.org).- The Holy See issued the decree of erection for
the Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham for Anglicans wishing to enter the
Catholic Church.
The Vatican press office issued a statement Saturday announcing the creation of this
ordinariate in England and Wales.
It stated: "In accordance with the provisions of the apostolic constitution 'Anglicanorum
coetibus' of Pope Benedict XVI (November 4, 2009) and after careful consultation with the
Catholic Bishops Conference of England and Wales, the Congregation for the Doctrine of the
Faith has today erected a personal ordinariate within the territory of England and Wales for
those groups of Anglican clergy and faithful who have expressed their desire to enter into full
visible communion with the Catholic Church.
"The Decree of Erection specifies that the ordinariate will be known as the Personal
Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham and will be placed under the patronage of Blessed
John Henry Newman."
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Cardinal William Levada, prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith,
publicized a message Saturday in which he affirmed that the establishment of this ordinariate
"marks a unique and historic moment in the life of the Catholic community in this country.”
He added, "It is my fervent hope that, by enabling what the Holy Father calls 'a mutual
exchange of gifts from our respective spiritual patrimonies,' the Ordinariate of Our Lady of
Walsingham will bring great blessings not only on those directly involved in it, but upon the
whole Church."

The Vatican communiqué affirmed that this structure "seeks to balance on the one hand the
concern to preserve the worthy Anglican liturgical, spiritual and pastoral traditions and, on
the other hand, the concern that these groups and their clergy will be fully integrated into the
Catholic Church.”

Clergy

The first clergy of this ordinariate, who were formerly Anglican bishops, were ordained to the
Catholic priesthood on Saturday: Father Andrew Burnham, Father Keith Newton, and Father John
Broadhurst.

Benedict XVI nominated Father Newton as the first ordinary to head this new community.
Cardinal Levada explained that these three clergy "will oversee the catechetical preparation
of the first groups of Anglicans in England and Wales who will be received into the Catholic
Church together with their pastors at Easter."

They will also "accompany the clergy preparing for ordination to the Catholic priesthood
around Pentecost."

The Vatican communiqué noted that "the provision of this new structure is consistent with
the commitment to ecumenical dialogue, which continues to be a priority for the Catholic
Church."

It explained: "The initiative leading to the publication of the apostolic constitution and the
erection of this personal ordinariate came from a number of different groups of Anglicans
who have declared that they share the common Catholic faith as it is expressed in the
Catechism of the Catholic Church and accept the Petrine ministry as something Christ willed
for the Church.

"For them, the time has now come to express this implicit unity in the visible form of full
communion."
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Pope is "Happy" about John Paul Il

VATICAN CITY, JAN. 16, 2011 (Zenit.org).- Regarding the upcoming beatification of John Paul II,
Benedict XVI is affirming, "We are happy!"

The Pope expressed this today in an address before praying the midday Angelus together with those
gathered in St. Peter's Square.

"As you know," he said, "on May 1 | will have the joy of beatifying Venerable Pope John Paul I, my
beloved predecessor."
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The forthcoming beatification was announced by the Vatican on Friday, when the Pontiff authorized
the promulgation of a decree regarding the miracle attributed to the intercession of Venerable
Servant of God John Paul Il (Karol Wojtyla).

Benedict XVI explained that the date that has been chosen for the beatification "is very significant."
"It will be the Second Sunday of Easter," the Pope stated, which John Paul Il entitled "Divine Mercy
Sunday" and "on the eve of which his earthly life ended."

The Pontiff concluded, "Those who knew him, those who esteemed and loved him, cannot but
rejoice with the Church for this event."

The former prefect of the Congregation for Saints' Causes, Cardinal José Saraiva Martins, told ZENIT
that "Karol Wojtyla's beatification will be a greatly joyful event because he was a much loved man,
by believers but also by non-believers."

He explained that the recognition of the miracle "is a seal" that "God gives respect to the work of a
man or a woman who has demonstrated with heroic virtue fidelity to the Gospel."

For some, the cardinal said, "heroism goes to the point of martyrdom because of the faith; for the
majority it is responding to the end to one's humanity, in whatever condition of life."

In other words, he explained, it is "to live the ordinary in an extraordinary way."

"If a miracle occurs thanks to the intercession of someone who is invoked," the cardinal said, "this
means that he and God are in communion and this is sanctity."

The prelate had many memories of Pope John Paul Il, who he described as "a man with traits of
generous humanity to whom the people felt very close."

More than anything, however, it was "his strong faith" that impressed people, the cardinal said.
Cardinal Martins recalled, "It happened that for reasons of work one was invited to dine with the
Pope who, before sitting down at table, would go to his private chapel together with his guests."
There, the prelate said, "he was capable of immersing himself in prayer in such a profound way,
totally taken up in his relationship with God even if only for the space of a few minutes, which was in
itself an evident testimony of his sanctity."

0000000000000000000000



Life and Death Struggle

By Father John Flynn, L.C.
ROME, JAN. 16, 2010 (Zenit.org).- With the new members of the U.S. House of Congress now in place, abortion
looks like continuing to be very much a high profile issue.
The total number of abortions in 2008 (1.21 million) was slightly up, by around 6,000. The number of abortion
providers also changed little -- from 1,787 to 1,793 -- between 2005 and 2008.
By contrast, Jeanne Monahan, the Family Research Council's director for the Center of Human Dignity, called for
more to be done reduce the amount of abortions.
In a Jan. 11 press release she lauded the pro-life forces for their work and pointed out that polls show that an
increasing number of Americans now declare themselves as being pro-life.
A commentary on the report published the same day by LifeNews.com addressed the issue of the claim by the
institute that more contraception would reduce abortions.
The report itself, the article noted, showed that a majority of abortions -- 54% -- took place after contraception
failure. This is similar to other recent data from Spain, that showed abortion increasing while at the same time
there had been stepped-up promotion of family planning.
Given that the pill and barrier methods do fail, plus the fact that people do not always use them properly, the
article argued that birth control is simply incapable of eliminating "unplanned" pregnancies.
Just prior to the publication of the latest abortion figures, Archbishop Timothy M. Dolan of New York issued an
appeal for efforts to reduce abortions in the city.
"That 41% of New York babies are aborted -- a percentage even higher in the Bronx, and among our African-
American babies in the womb -- is downright chilling," he declared at a Jan. 6 press conference.
The 41% figure came from a report by the city health department. The statistics showed that there were 87,273
abortions in 2009, down from 94,466 in 2000. The report also revealed that the abortion rate for pregnancies by
black women was close to 60%.
The very high rate of abortion among black women is something not often talked about, something groups such
as TooManyAborted.com are trying to change.
According to information published on their Web site, nearly 40% of all black pregnancies end in abortion. This is
three times the rate among white women and twice that of all other races combined.
The Web site also explains that the drive for "Reproductive Rights" had its origin in an elitist mentality promoted
by the founder of Planned Parenthood, Margaret Sanger. She and others worked hard to promote abortion
among blacks and the poor.
All of this news comes in the lead-up to the big annual pro-life event, the Washington, D.C., March for Life on Jan.
24. The Catholic Church will be marking the event with a National Prayer Vigil for Life from Jan. 23-24 at the
Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception.
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Thank you friends!
Hereby we thank sincerely the following members of our parish and others who have contributed
generously towards the construction of our St.Peter’s Church, Rustambagh, Bangalore. (Collection since
June 2008)
1. Godwin Mascarenhas Rs. 6000
2. Harry Martin Rs.12000
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3. Harry Peter Rs. 4000
4. Regi D’Sousa Rs.12000
5. John Cherian Rs.10000
6. Lumen Christy Rs. 2000
7. S.lrudayam Rs. 940
8. Amalanathan (ISRO) Rs.10000
9. Jose.P.Joseph Rs. 5000

10. Victor Fernandes Rs.10000
11. Alwyn D’Souza Rs.55000

12. Joseph Selvan Rs. 3000
13. Agnel (Andheri) Rs. 5000
14. Beena Rs. 1000
15. Augustine Lakra Rs. 5000
16. Valentina Rs. 2000
17. John P.V Rs. 5000
18. Leroy Colaco Rs.10000
19. Clarence Louis Rs. 5000

20. Xavier Fernando Rs.10000
21. Sunitha William Rs.10000
22. Dr.Xavier Joseph Rs.10000
23. Elias Quadros Rs.10000
24. Martin Rosario Rs. 2000
25. Philip Neena Singh  Rs. 5000
26. Antony Monteiro Rs. 5000
27. Kevin D’Souza Rs. 5000

(So far received Rs.2,19,940 (Two Lakh Nineteen Thousand nine forty only)

Thank you once again dear friends. We will pray for your intentions in our daily Mass.

The parish of St.Peter’s Rustumbagh, consists of nearly 300 families belonging to Tamil,

Malayalam, Konkani , English, Kannada and Hindi communities. All are not well to do.

The present structure was not planned as Church building as a community hall.

It accommodates only 300 people. But as day by day new families enter into the parish from Goa,
Kerala, Mangalore, Mumbai, Tamilnadu and others areas, there arose a need for bigger place for
worship.



Thus the new Church will consist of huge Church hall along with a balcony and thereby it could
accommodate 1200 people.

The project cost is estimated as Rs.1 Crore and 25 lakh. A big portion of this amount has to be borne
by the parish although the archdiocese is sharing a major portion of it,

Hence we look forward to your financial assistance. Even if it is little, your generous heart is all that
matters for us.

Thus any contribution from anywhere is all welcome towards this good and useful project.

If cheque, please write it in favour of “St.Peter’s Church building Fund, Rustumbagh”

A/C No. 0485 20100 53656 Syndicate Bank, Manipal Hospital Branch.

Please forward it to FR.J.AROKIANATHAN, THE PARISH PRIEST, ST.PETER’S CHURCH, BEHIND MANIPAL
HOSPITAL, RUSTUMBAGH, OLD AIRPORT ROAD, BANGALORE — 560017.

TEL: 080-25264343.n MOB: 09740203056, EMAIL: nathanvatican@yahoo.com
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A STRAIGHT FORWARD GOVERNOR

Normally in India, a State Governor would be an individual who might blindly support the local ruling
party and its government. He would stand for the policies of any kind of the ruling party But Hon.
Mr.H.R.Bhardwaj, the Karnataka Governor is a different man. He proves he is a right governor in a right place. He
is often pulled in the media for many of his stand point. But ‘Life without criticism is worthless’ says Socrates. In a
democratic system, a governor must be a man of integrity. He should be impartial. . He should be non
controversial. He has no place for favouritism. He should be fair and just in his decision toward the ruling
government. Mr.Bhardwaj, who is neutral has proved his straight forwardness and been just in many of his
dealings with government and its ministers. One such field where his moral integrity was proved is the
Someshekar Commission’s Report on the attacks on Christians in Karnataka. He has dared to refuse to
confer a honorary doctorate on historian Prof.M.Chidananda Murthy during a convention held recently in
Bangalore. The Governor while explaining to the media why he desisted giving honorary doctorate to
Mr.Murthy said, “The Justice Someshekar Commission report has hurt many among the minority
community. Chidananda Murthy’s support to the report (Someshekara report) and communal views in the
media has made me decide to hold back the doctorate temporarily”. Mr.Murthy said, “I wish to express
that nowhere have | supported the church attacks. But | do believe that there have been religious
conversions by the church priests which I still condemn” Mr.Murthy asserts conversions are in the State.
Even the rifts between the Chief Minister Mr.Yediurappa came up due to wrong policies of the CM very
especially on religious matters. Mr.Murthy says it is wrong to convert Hindus to Christianity. Whereas
Mr.Bhardwaj the Governor says as much as | know there is no such conversion.
(Ref.DH.Feb.7, 2011)
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Why attacks on innocent fisher men?
Fishermen from Tamilnadu coastal areas are often attacked by the Singalese navel men. Even on
15 Feb, 2011, 106 Tamil fishermen were arrested by the Sri Lankan Naval forces. Why? The Sri Lankan
naval forces during their patrol over their waters trespass the international law and either attack brutally
or kill the Tamil fishermen who are on their occupation on Indian waters. The Indian govt has not done
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enough to protect the rights of the Tamilnadu fishermen. Mr.Vaiko the leader of the MDMK has
condemned the silence and inefficiency of the Union Govt in protecting its citizens. How could a small
naval fleet of a small island nation Sri Lanka could cause atrocities against Indian fishermen in the Indian
southern tip on a frivolous reason of being Tamilnadu fishermen crossed over the line of control in Indian
Ocean? Mr.Vaiko the Gen.Sec of MDMK party has raised a point that even when Gujarat fishermen
crossed over to Pak waters, the Pak naval force arrests the Gujarati fishermen and not attack or kill them.
But the inhuman Sri Lankan naval men behave brutally prevailed upon the Tamil fishermen. What the
Indian govt is doing? Just raise the issue during foreign ministers meetings? Or just at International
Meets? We need to be more sensible over attacks on our own people. Whether the attacked are Tamils or
Telugus or Gujaratis, Indian govt has failed to safeguard its citizens. So far more than 500 Indian fisher
men were attacked and killed by the Sri Lankan naval forces. While the political parties and secular
human rights commissions have condemned the attacks, the Indian govt’s action of protecting the
Tamilnadu fishermen is not sufficient and efficient. More has to be done. While China is pushing its
influence over Sri Lanka, India is silently watching as unmoved mover.
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QUESTIONNAIRE FOR YOUR PERSONAL REFLECTION and views.
The best 3 answers and views will carry Rs.300 as prize.
Please send this sheet with your answers, views and suggestions to: The Editor, The KEY, St.Peter’s
Church, Rustambagh, Old Airport Road, Bangalore — 560017.

Our Catholic Priesthood today is more brahminical and bureaucratic? Yes or No. Your view:

Is there the mind of Christ in the Church? Yes or No. Your view:

Is the Church today the salt of the earth and light of the nations (Mt.5)? Yes or No. Your view:
Did Christ intend high structures and celibacy for priests? Yes or No. Your view:

Should the priests be married? Yes or No. Your view:

To avoid sex scandals, loneliness, drinking and vicious hobbies among priests, is it better that they
are married priests. Yes or No. Your view:

7. Actually the teachings of Christ are not easy task for his followers. Yes or No. Your view:

8. Church has not grown much in the last 50 years? Yes or No. Your view:

9. Do people Live Christ like? Yes or No. Your view:

10. Are the pastors and priests ‘Alter Christus’? Yes or No. Your view:

11. Do they not practice what they preach? Yes or No. Your view:

12. There is a double standard of living among clergy, do you agree to this? Yes or No. Your view:

ok wbhE

13. Why the Church in whole is divided? Your view:

14. Preaching is given more importance than following His teachings? Yes or No. Your view:
15. Church thinks too high of its glory here on the earth? Yes or No. Your view:

16. Is Church superior to other religious sects and groups? Yes or No. Your view:

17. Is there no salvation outside the Church? Yes or No. Your view:



18. ‘I like Christ and not Christians!” says Mahatma Gandhi. Is he right in what he said? Yes or No.
Your view:

19. In today’s world, the Christianity is talking too much of morality but in actuality, morality is bleak
in its day to day dealing’ Do you agree to this? Yes or No. Your view:

20. ‘We are more sacramental Christians and not convinced Christians’Yes or No. Your view:

21. Generally Christians are afraid of speaking about Christ to others. Yes or No. Your view:

22. Catholics are afraid of and shy to carry Bible and to read it regularly. Yes or No. Your view:
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SOIPL LGS
SDIGUCHT DY6U6IT.... (OSTLIHND)
(PEIIBNSD  Fi(hEHHLD

Gaeveiluien usiTefluled wrGym @ SusHulear] euensend HHdH 61BHHHIHOBTETEN [Hleneud | HLLSTHLD
RaEeNHH  oaueT  CuBCDBTIEeT usTalldHemeveno UFFlweny FhaHdaCauemBosiabn, GgFsoaluller
aglurdflow @m 6Fd ol GFsveluiLd C&ETGHSIINIGHSTT. Rmd i OFsvaiuller Hrul
sy Wehsd Cougpmeud ImHHUPLD DADLHHTEN. BH GBHH DNEHSGHD DIEUGT  H6WI66
oCwreyds@ @mLBw @m OCuflw  emUFFaenL Gl  PIIL Gl  6T606VTD  @UIHSLIGIL]  DIeNEIIHLD
2 BRIGFOFHMITHE. GHBHDUSHED  DMDHDUIS — HEWIL  FTHSHT6  &IDIOT  EHLIUTEIT?  Hedl
CrlemLemwids  sTewilisHHren.  606GwTemey  FHIMEIE  SlLmoed  BFFfHHTEN.  ger  @eusT  GULg
bLbBHIOETETEDT6N?  HallOwTdeE g6t RbHmen  Camub? gl BHsmen  UBaFID?  BHHemen
Oeumiiy? RHHemenr ST L IDD...... SLOUTWRSH  SNEHSHGH <UD AWGH  BHIGSWL.  HTUI  LOTLOGH
ugmoflinged  euenibd  Hmevd.  QUBGBTT SmeudIUid  DieuslT  UTTFSHH(HBSBMEVME.  SDILILUT  SIDLOT
wryerp gl IPBHITSH LMD, Q@ [BI6M...... (BWFH QHTLTHBSHI).

sanowmf ol hdH@ OeueflGuw  alensnuwimosOsTamgmBHTET. AHCHIHHEL HTUI  LOTOET  WLDSHSHED
QUBSTEN. DUISEG FBB SR6MD WS HSGW. HEwend PHUNGHSH. LHe060 suulellsd  Gausnev
QFUISITEHT. LDTEMEOWITEIHID GIQUILITET. GHQUUSHBE ATCUITTHLIG GlplILTer. DibdH 2arfledmhsd URIGHSF
Fgmowrm  eTedsuenGour  SPfleyeny FnPSulGBHSTT. M0 @@ Lwaidlevsomosd CuTagl. @GLILSBEL
uenild Gl (B sefGomPlullesr GUBECBTEMIdH OFHTHEHTe]| GCFUITE. DIIYHBHTE EIIPSHHIDGLITED MLDHHED
sanowmuler el (hHE bHSHBHSTE. albHeUT HT DUHBT 616IB L LTJHHTos0 Leold Cal (b
FwFFLLTe. HeOomPuier STl FlLTen HerdSdiugs @6y SwlwruiBds e uUTFSHHBEHS
&L BUULIGMmbBSHT6T.  ele@a  HetellLOl®mbsd 50  @mumenwl  OBTHHST6N.  AHIOUTHTOSHMBI — 2amemiy
Fal_ HougHICUTeL FHHION LT mHHD. MAMbH CHrHdev GeauelGu CFeim HmiMulmhbsd sellGomdluiler
HHNFH DBUSITEY  HeoT i 1960 [BLHFH 6MOHH I LBTFHMSH OUTBIGSHPIQUITION  DI6UEN6IT
IgdHal  CureTy. SHOUBHGD UITHGUTHIPD MHHHEVLLD  pewi Gl Hefowms @  FHmpidlwmd
QmbH CBHI. BLHHOUWEL6VTID LIMTTHHISOHTERIYMHbBHTEN. eumed  Lflwalsvensv. gCHT  @melgLomet
LWSHBGSD DAFFHIHBSD UeMTHUNBHSTEIT.

MEHOID DBUSTTIUD  FermedL UL ST Heloomd D660  HeIBTHL  LUSHITSUNBHHIHSHI.
FLLT  @uiburul Sieuemer  SienelhbHIE0ETemLTer.  @QeUUmID Gbnsd  Selbmpulier  Luwib
wenpweisvsnsv. gBHT LWMISID [BHLESMH seipl LG Cablild Bl SiupsTer. et HoLlub



BB FewtenL_UlBeuenFHd — SH6uT FLLT Gbodow &H6p el Gell B oewieuenyd  SILILTBH?
wpwieBreit. FLLT SHerenllenods@G CrIHHed DibdH DFDUTAISID BLHHION L FL........ (BWSH OHTL(HLD)

HHEMD BT H60T



